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CONVENTION 


OF MODEL CONTRACT. 


Rights Protected | 
In Proposed Agfeement 


The Council at its meeting on 
Dec. ist, approved a Model Contract for 
sharecroppers and tenants. This contract was 
drafted by a special committee and put in 
legal form by our attorneys. 

It embodies certain conditions which thru 
eustom and usage have grown up thru the 
years. Such agreements between landlords 

7. In approving this contract members 
Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union 
voll made every effort to adopt som 
fair and reasonable which is in line 
our program and policy 

The Southern Tenant’ Union will 
etand behind this contract and will see that 
its visions are carried out to the letter 
by landlords and their workers. Land- 
lords who have any intention of dealing 
fairly and justly with their labor should not 
hesitate to make this written agreement. 

The Executive Council expressed its de- 
termination to see that all members of the 
Union who make crops next year under this 
eontract live up to their agree:uvents, as 
embodied in the contract. Several attorneys 

have thoroly studied the contract and state 


' that it will stand in ali courts of the South- 
ern States. 


SHARECROP CONTRACT 


KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRES- 


owner or operator of the... 
Farm or Plantation situated in. 

to cultivate . nega acres more or less 
of land, same being a part of said farm or 
plantation before mentioned; the said... 

.. to furnish all labor (and 
stock ‘and tools if 3rd. & 4th. worker) nec- 
essary for the cultivation and harvesting of 
said crop, receiving as compensation for his 
said labor one-half of all crops produced up- 
on the land. (Provision: 3rd. & 4th. worker 
receiving as cum pensation for his labor and 
use of his tools and stock, three fourths of 
the cotton and seed, and ¢wo thirds of other 
farm products grown on said one). 

The said (.. 
grees to cooperate with the “said 
by furnishing him in cash $... 
sum to be advanced in equa! installments of 
$.. . each, the first installment to be 
paid or advanced on day specified 
and one aditional installment on 
of each succeeding month until! ali install- 


necessary 
4th worker) for cultivation and harvest- | 
ing of same, to haul al] cotton to the gin 
and to deliver same after ginning to the said 


.) who shall re- 
ceive same vn behalf ‘of himself and the 


UNION ADOPTS FORM 


ae meeting of the year. 


stock and if Srd and 


| Greet the 


The Annual Convention of 
thé S.T.F.U. is to be held January 8rd, | 
4th and 5th in Little Rock, Ark. The 
editors of the Sharecroppers’ Voice 
plan to run a Convention number of 
the paper which wil] be off the press 
page the assembles. 
one to send a greeting to a. ake of 
arecroppers through their pap- || organiza 
er? One line with your name and four races 
adress will cost $1.00, three lines 
$2.50, eight lines $5.06, larger sizes city naas. 
in proportion. Send in your greet- There wil! be sepequeniations of the Mexi- 
ing early, write anything yeu wish to || |can workers from Texas, Indian = 
say, and it will be printed along with |! of the Union from Oklahoma who bel 
your name and address. If do |the Choctaw and Creek nations, as w 
wish your name printed, ll of ij | Negroes and whites from the Midsouth and 
course respect your Southwest. Temporary committees were 
not used in preparation of lected to make plans for the Convention. 
will be used to pay Co Cues on The Committee on Arrangements plans to 
penses. Donations other than the above || |invite several prominent citizens to address 
wil] be greatly appreciated: Make them the assembly, including ay Governor ef 
as — as you can. . Arkansas who 
: ber of the Union Jast spring. A mot 


The Executive Council of the Southern 
Tenant Farmers’ Union at PBru- 
mann, Arkansas, Sunday, Dec. ist, selected 
Little Rock, Ark. as the place for its second 
convention to assembie. An invita- 
tion to meet at the “Labor in 
Rock on those dates was re 
from over two hundred lec ae 

the Union 


yn. pic- 
ture accompanied by a lecture showing the 
and further that after said crop has been TVA town of Norris, Tenn. and the Suse 


sold to make aw settlement with the croppers of the South will be shown. An ef- 
sa said (... ,--) in cash for his one half|fort to secure a motion picture of the new 
interest, (if 8rd. . 4th. worker) (his inter-|farming methods in Soviet Russia is to be 
est being % of the cotton and seed and|made. The latter was taken by a colleague 


the amount of 

terest thereon. 
It is further agreed that the said (... 

pa ) specifically reserves unto himself all 


ndebtedness with legal in- jjigious worker. 

Locals of the Union will begin at once te 
select their most able men and women as 
delegates to the Convention, persons 


other government or state ney that /proceedings to the membership... Funds 
may be ee and the said (............./defray expenses of delegates will have to 

.....) agrees to promptly advise be raised. Arrangements to transport dele- 
the said (. .) of his acreage «allotment | gates to and from Little Rock must be made 


+ and the amount of tax exempt cotton allow-|by each organization. Locals in organized 
‘ed as soon as said allotment has been fixed 


the proper authority. 


ty delegation to go as a body. Everyond 


1.1986. 
hitchhiking, or by auto, truck or bus. Above 
all see tha 


National Office as soon as gn election of 
delegates is is heid. 


Continued on Page -3 


National Executive Council News and } Notes. 


The Ark. Dec. 1, i935. te and young people's activities 
' "The National Executive Council of the! in the Union. 

--:) Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union met today| A model contract for use of Sherecroppers 
said (5, the last quarterly session of 1935. jand Tenants which had been prepared by 
| Practically all the members of the Coun- attorneys for the Union was adopted, 

ici] expressed the opinion that this meet ing: 
was the most interesting and successful © 


Imor€ 
Among several other matters, plans df ized 80 new locale have been organ 


Said (..............), said cotton to be sold at 
a fair market price, said being agree- 
the ..) before any sale | 


is 
WH furnish the said 
with an itemized statement 


,of the second annua] convention of the 


Preparations were made wth the holding F. of L. that the rious leade st Atis 4 


Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union. The Con- U. The resolution calied 
vention will be held in the Labor Temple al! affiliat 
Little Rock, of With thy A. 


all indebtedness against said crop lof January, 1936. S 
within thirty days SS last advance ‘Convention will be 


Ark. on the 3rd, 4th and 6th L, to render all assistance possibie in 


ial sessions of the the Uniion’s efforts to 
iven over to discussion trodden rm laborers own. 


was made an mem- 


2/3 of other my roducts) after deducting |of Sherwood Eddy, noted lecturer and re 


who. 
benefits and rights under the AAA or any jcan go back to their locals and report the 


Counties should arrange for the entire Coun- 


WITNESS THE HANDS of the parties on ;Should arrive on time, whether he comes > 
“side door pullman”, freight train, - 


A number of Landlords of the better ‘de turned to the Credehtials Committee at the ~ 


PRICE 6c COR 
Second Annual Meeting To 4 
| | Be Held In Labor Temple " 
a 
| 
| 
4 
| 
| 
menta have been advanced. & 
The said (................) agrees to cultiva — 
— mmittee Yor the purpose of defending’ foward A. Kester. who represente. the 
\ | nion members, speakers and orgenizere'g.T FU. at the last Convention of the A i 
gainst illegal arrest, false imprisonment or/|F. ‘of L. at Atlantic City. New Jers was 
interference in any way with Union activi- present and reported that almost 
ties by planters and their henchmen who 'sgon of any prominence in the A. F. of L { 
lofficials. Funds will be raised to fight the| with the work of the S. T. FU It 
lega! battles of such victims, and to prose- through the efforta of Kav Woke ee . 


The results of two sets of questionnaires 
circulated among members of the Southern 
Tenant Farmers’ Union have just been tabu- 
Jated. The effects of the AAA enforced re- 
duction of cotton acreage among sharecrop- 
pers are shown. — 


In 1983 the cotton plow-up program shows 
that 32% of the croppers and tenants did 
not receive payment for plowing up, their 
cotton. 4% received a partial payment. Ther 
309 replies to this question, 


That portion of the AAA benefits which 
were supposed to be paid the sharecropper 
and: tenant under the government contracts 
erroneously called a “parity payment” were 
not received at all by 36% of the men who 
replied to the questionnaire. This was in 
direct violation of the rules and regulations 
of the secretary of Agriculture, Mr. Henry 
A. Wallace. Unserupulous landlords, encour- 
aged by the failure of the AAA to enforce 
its contracts in respect to the sharecropper 
or tenant or to take any action whatever 
to protect THE REAL PRODUCERS OF 
OOTTON, simply appropriated government 
money for their own use. ‘ihese and similar 
cases are being Jaid before ine Department 
of Justice. Phe Southern Tenant Farmers’ 
_ Union is demanding that the United States 
Government prosecute these Planters for ob- 
taining money under false pretenses. 

{In regard to Tax Exemption Certificates 
issued under the Bankhead Act, 77% of the 
sharecreppers and tenants who replied, siat- 
ed thai they were forced to allow their land- 
lord to become Trustee or Guardian of the 
Bale Tags. All of these cases show that such 
trusteeships were ovtained by fraud. The 
Bankhead Act provides ‘that any landlord 
_ tercing tenants.or croppers to allow him to 
become trustee of the bale tags shall be 


punished by a fine of 31,000 and six months 
in jail. The Southern Tenant Farmers’ Un- 


won has enough evidence to send a gang o/, 


Planters to the Federal peniteniary for tne 
ba:ance of their natural lives. 


‘ORGANIZER BEATEN 


One of our Negro Organizers was ganged 


by a band of white thugs on the sireets of 


a Jittle town near Pine Biulf. Our man wus 
heaten severely. He was saved from death 


only by the intervention of a group of white 


Waion members who happened to be passing 
by and heard his cry for help. Since this 
fearless organizer is still ia danger of attack 


we witt-not publish his name until the next) 


issue of the Voice. He is weil known to all 
and we are demancing the arrest and pun- 
isoment of his attackers. 


RUMOR UNFOUNDED | 


The report of the -killing in the Marion, 
owner, 

Union man, and we are glad to state that 
this rumc. is unfounded, There was a case) 
of a person who was beaten by efficers and 2's job for his activity. 
planters in Crittendon County and after- | va 
wards thrown into jail, subsequently 
released Even Crittendon County officials , 
aren't likely to beat a man to death while: 


held in their custody. They 


vpinion, which is the strongest weapon 
have. 


of Plantation Interests} QUESTIONNAIRE 


know that such!employed by a group of sharecroppers 
action would be exposed by the Southern;|to represent them in an attempt to get a 
Tenant Farmers’ Union, and every avenue fair settlement of their claims against some 
of pudlicity used.to arouse the American’ planters of St. Francis County. Upon his 
Citizen to take action. They aren't anxious arrival he was met by a gang of planters 
ta be brought before tke courts of pubiic|}who proceeded to threaten his life. 
we, Boomer has no connection whatever with 


a 


Another Rev. J. Abner Sage has recently 
on the Arkansas scene. This time 
face is as black as his predecessor's 
héart. P. R. Gibson, Negro minister reputed 
to be the editor of the Memphis Bulletin 
religious- journal, has been lecturing in 
Arkansas in the interests of the plantation 
owners. This Black Judas Iscariot boasts 

lically that all the “Better Citizens” the 
planters, are his friends. He advises Negro 
workers to stay away from the Union, say- 
ing that the planters are their good friends 
and that they are giving the sharecropper 
and farm worker a square deal. | 


}. Both Negro and white farm workers are 
‘not so easily fooled these days. They don’t 


forget men who sully their calling by taking bas iness,” +h ld “like te 
‘sides with the parasites who rob them. How- 
lever, we are glad to say that there are few 


such rascals as Sage and Gibson, The Gold! The second plan was a government owner- 
‘Dust Twins of the Plantation Interests.|Ship of land rent in accordance with 
{variation in prices of cash crops. This plan 

There are other ministers, both black anc embodied the old time populist position “Use 


white, who dare follow in ‘their master’s and Occupancy of Land, sole title thereof,” 
‘footsteps and take the part of the oppress- This method was the first choice of 19% 
led and down-trodden. Workers will never 4nd the second choice of gh These sae 
are surprising especially in so much .as 
forget men like Ward Rodge sists Methodist | thay are given by people wks have in the 
‘Ininister, who went to jail for what he knew past been considered as the most backward 
‘was right or E. B. McKinney, A. B. Brook- of all American Citizens. | | 
ins and dozens of other Negro Ministers! Tne third plan was the purchase of small 
'who lead the struggles of their people from arms with 20 to 30 years to pay with “in- — 
‘day to day. They will remember Howard ‘dividuai ownership and every man for -him- 

| Kester, a’ minister, who fed and clothed self.” 66.6% favored it as first choice, Only 
hundreds of poor people last Spring when!21% selected it as second choice. This pro- 
‘the planters were driving them from thei¢,;Posal is in line with the Bankhead-Jones 
homes. These men are worthy followers of Bil now pending in Congress. 

‘the Carpenter of Nazareth. ‘She fourth pian had te with co-opera- 


| oni ; tive farms and the answers of people who 
Organizer Kidnapped 


the Rural Rehabilitation Administrations 
which is now a part of the Resettlement 
Administration was in this section, and at 
his suggestion officials of the Southern Ten- 
ant Farmers’ Union began a survey to as- 
certain the choice of sharecroppers and ten- 
ants as to farming methods. A simple set 
of questions was made out. This was sent 
out and the answers were tabulated from 
869 blanks which were returned. No pre- 
liminary educationa] work was made along. 

The continuation of the sharecrop- 
ping system with the addition of written 
contracts and honest book-keeping was fav- 
ored by only 4.8% of the replies. Many of 
the questionnaries bore statements scrawled. 
on the margin:—‘‘we are tired of this share- 


had never before heard of this methcd, much 
‘'Jess seen it in operation were surprising. 
| 9% favored the Collective or Co-operative © 
J. E. Cameroon, organizer for the S.T.P. Farm as first choice. e; 

| U., while speaking to an audience of é6ver; The above results indicate that even the 
‘200 workers near Heth, Arkansas, November backward southern workers in the cotton 
18th was visited by three plantation thugs. fields are on the move. The proposed Bank- 
iThe three men demanded to know if Cam-. head Jones Act with its belated attempt to 
\eroon was telling their labor dbout theiricreate an American peasantry as a bulwark 
‘Tights to parity money and bale tags under for reaction even though it is adopted will 


} 


xthe AAA contracts. Cameroon promptly re-| prove unsuccessful, due to the advancing 
plied that he hadn't “gotten to bhat yet,’ progress in the form of improved machinery 
but he certainly intended to do so. i\for the production of cotton and educational 

These yellow cowards immediately began work now being carried on by such organ- 


UP abuse Mr. Cameroon, They dragged him ‘izations. as the Southern Terant Farmers’ 


‘from the platform, put him in their car and | Union. 

drove to Forrest City. There they aroused | : 

the Sheriff of St. Francis County and told, 

-him they wanted Cameroon locked up. Then. 

the Sheriff, on questioning these men,, 

‘found out that Cameroon had been brought — 

In labor, he ordered them 

immediately return our organizer to the} : 

place they had picked him up; and in the’ en his Lou, 

‘future to keep their hands off of the men. | 

ialready broken up, but. not before the work- | A° knock en knock, ‘twel o tia 

‘Came hurrin’ down de Golden Street; 

‘ers had organized strong Union Local. d de Saint 

‘| ‘Phe names of the men who made up the on way: Ge 

gang are C. F, Tyson, Melvin Wilkie and/ les 

iGuy McGroder, One is a mail carrier, 
.En lakwaz at de kangaroo; 


'En den he say, “Well! Howdydoo! 

‘'Whut kin we all do fo’ you?”’ | 
‘We’s sick uv sin; 

We wants ter know kin we git in? om 


GOOD OL’ PETE 


Covington Hall 


nion attorneys are bringing suit 
‘being under the Civil Service Rules and| De® dis dey ‘low: 


Regulations is in grave danger has losing | We's done our sheer down dar on 


We’s hoéd- de cotton frum our birth; 

paid mo’ rent en intres’, too, 

| Dan Gawd hissef kin count fo’ you; 

ae We’s wucked en scraped, en don’t know yet 

Mr. J. O. Boomer, Memphis attorney, -was | How much we's in de landlord’s. debt; 
We's all wore out, we sho’ is Pete; 

We'd lak er house on Easy Street.” 

Den Pete he say, “Dat sho’ wuz hell! 

Walk right in en res’ er spell.” 


Lawyer Assaulted by Planters 


Author’s note: The Slufoot Sams are not 
‘numbered among the Negroes alone, bat 
| also among White, Mexicans, etc.. 


Mr. 


ithe Southern Tenant-Farmers’-Union. 


Moat 


- Several months ago Mr. C. J. Capt of 


— 
i 
| 
| 
i 
if | 
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. Seventeen Ne and white 


In July, 1984 G. A. Nunhally was elected 
#hairman of the first local of the S.T.F.U. 


pers 
met at the old broken down school-house 
known as Sunnyside near deep dark 


- Marlin Swamps, south of the little town of 
Tyronza, Arkansas, to discuss their common 


An 
ows 


ex 

of the rtment of Agriculture to task 

for to buy farms for 1,000 share- 

crop u the Resettlement Admin- 

istrations’ program, and hints that this 

in the bucket handed the sharecropper isn 

what it is suppesed to be. Seldom if ever 
Geo. Morris. and we don’t 


we wi 
| lem. A Union was born that night, and’ exactly see eye to eye with him on this. 


was chiefly due to Nunnally’s handling 
of that first meeting that it came into ex- 
istence. The wilder element, persons who 
were bitter at conditions they could not un- 
derstand, wanted to organize a gang to ride 
the roads and visit. the planters. Solid men 
_ Jike Alvin Nunnally steered the organization 
in the right course. They insisted that it be 
legal and chartered under the laws of the 
Innd. Mcderation won. 

A Union was born. . 

Quiet and unassuming,-Nunnally refused 
the place as president when the organiza- 
tion was set up formally. He was content te 
become .vice president. Night after night, 
- following hard days in the cotton fields, Al- 
vin Nunnally went from ‘place to place 
spreading the Union. He, with other lead- 
ers, faced mobs unafraid. His sane counsel 
was always appreciated. “Go slow, boys”, 
he advised the hot heads, “‘A Union isn't 
built in a day.’’ When the first National 
_ Convention was held, Nunnally refused to 
accept a nomination for president or for 
his old place as vice president. 


“The Union is now on solid ground,” he farmers become tenants and croppers each j been taken up b . 
said, “and someone else should serve. I will year. Cases of landlords selling jand to |partment this fall. They have settled some 


His article contaims statements of half 
truths twisted around to suit the occasion, 
for Morris is the most persistent defender 
of the Plantation System in the south. He 
continually carries on propaganda through 
the columns of his paper designed to confuse 
the issues, ing in the race question 
and drawing the Red-Herring -across the 
lines without regard to either truth or com- 
mon sense. 

This article states that the process of 
buying farms has been going on for the past 
(100 vears. It is haif true, change in owner- 
ship of land is-always going on. Honest 
men who attempt to run plantations on a 
basis of fairness find themselves driven to 
the wal] and less scrupulous landlords take 
their places. Tenants who by hook or crook 
i'man.wge to save enough to make a payment 


‘on some land in the past have thanged their 


status. But we need only look at the U. S. 
‘Census reponts as to ‘the increase in ten- 
antry in the cotton producing states to see 
that that trend is by no means toward the 
buying of land by the actual farmers. More 


the self-styled “South's 


Me. Wer Tugwell | 


E 


early this month. All of the organizations 
are werk basis. In 


Central Council will be set uP the first wee 
in December There are in all 1,800 members 
in this county alone. Bryan pw has 17 
‘units that will soon report on. their activi- 
ties ; 
The above report was sent in by Odis L. 
Sweeden of Muskogee, OWa. member of the 


to the Arumann meeting because of injuries 
received in an accident, 


Sharecroppers Take Notice 


A number of complaints in regard to set- 
‘tlements of claims against planters have 
the Arkansas Labor De- 


just be a member.” He was driven from the|tenants who have saved a few dol.acvs are ¢jaims for Union members involving several 


land for his activity in organizing the Un- 
ion. Others might have complained, but not 
Nunnally. If any one person deserves the 
title “The Founder of the S.T.F.U.” it is 
Alvin Nunnally. 

Mississippi County, Arkansas has always 


been a storm center. Several meetings have 


been broxen up in this place. The population 
of the Community is largely Negro. Here 
Powers Hapgood had a meeting broken up 
by plantation thugs, here Norman Thomas, 
the good friend of the sharecropper, faced a 


mon of planters hast March, and here too 
lives a small wiry Negro preacher who went 


gut organizing plantation after plantation 
under the very eyes of the bosses who were 
looking for him day after day. He avoided 
the highways and roads traveling through 
the swamps, and fields, slipping from cabin 
to cabin carrying the message that the Un- 
ion gill] lived. Night after night at the 
heighth of the terror, the night riders rode 
the highway and stopped at the lane leading 


to his little cabin. They hesitated to drive up, ants who attempicd to buy their land, one 


there was no way for the cowardly thugs 
to ride past Webbs cabin, as he lived at the 
end of the Jane. For séveral weeks he lay at 
his cabin window watching the squads of 
- cars, some time as many as q hundred in 
a gang. Held tightly to his old single bar- 
Yell shot gun, loaded with one shell of bird- 


‘rare these days, but we need only to look 
|at the conditions under which a tenant may 
purchase land to see really what happens. 
Companies such as Chapman Dewey Co. and 
ithe Singer Sewing Machine Company in 
Poinsette Couniy, Arkansas, are excellent 
examples of this. A cropper is given a con- 
tract over a period of years agreeing to pay 
‘a high price for cut-over, unimproved land 
ata high interest rate. The terms of these 
contracts place the potential owner in a 
‘worse condition than even the sharecropper 
|his cotton at the gin designated_by the land 
‘company, and turn the cotton over to them 
for sale at whatever price they see fit to 
allow. Further, a condition embodied in the 
Singer Co. Contracts makes the tenant agree 
‘that there will be no entertainment or other 
‘meetings at his home which aren’t appr 

iby the company. The above terms are slav- 
ery outright just as sharecropping is. 

| .We have on file case after case of ten- 


‘case we recall weil. Mr. W. A. Steadman of 
near Trumann contracted with the Singer 
‘Company to buy 80 acres. He cleared this 
‘up, built a home, a good barn, owned his 
‘tools and stock and was on his way to be- 
icoming a small farm owner. One year the 
‘crop was short, he offered partial payment 


shot. The Jone shel] was the only one on the 'to the Company and was told to let it ride 


place and he waited patiently determined to 
Bell his life as dearly as possible. Soon the 
Union perfected its lines underground and 
life was again compuratively safe, 


NEWS FLASH 


' The New AAA Cotton production con- 
tract, for the next four years has just been 
announced from Washington, D. Pay- 
ments, to share crop; ers and tenants have 
been raised to 25% of the total, and such 
payments may be mate direct to the real 
roducers of cotton. Tiere appears to be a 


allow the 


luntil the next year. They refused to accept 
ithe payment and the next year Mr. Stead- 
iman and a larye group on the Singer Camp 
found that the gin where they were having 
cotton ginneg was short weighting tiem, giy- 
ing a bad turn-out. They refused to gin 
‘at the Company Gin. The entire group was 
‘turned out of their homes--—all because they 


irefused to be robbed. The courts held the 


‘contract legal. This with variatioris is the 
‘story of those who try to buy land. They are 
‘turned out, ney lose their tools and stock, 
they become sharecroppers or casual day 


‘labors again. Back in the same old rut. 


are now pending. Every Union member is 
notified that under the Arkansas Labor Laws 
a sharecropper is held to be a farm laborer 
and has a laborer’s Jein on his crop unti! his 
wages are settled. This applies only to crop- 
pers, and tenants who pay a certain portion 
of their crops in as rent. Cash renters have 


a different standing. These laws of Arkansas ~ 


have been disregarded in the past due to 
‘the fact that most people did not know that 


under them. We want every sharecropper 
‘and tenant in Arkansas to know that he has 
‘a Laborer’s Lien.on his Crop and can force 
a settlement if unjustly withheld. Pass the 
information on to others. : 


OF MODEL CONTRACT 


Continued From Page 1- © 

‘ment have indicated that they are ready to 
make a fair and reasonable con'ract with 
‘members of the Union. Lancholders will 
find that workers who are assured that they 
wil] be justly dealt with wil] be better farm- 
ers. Those. who sign this contract will find 
that their labor troubles wil! vanish for the 
|year 1936. Many have found in the past year 
that changing ; one group of union 
‘members to anéther is not practical. 


‘Complete Abolition of the. damnable system, 
@ system that damns 5,900,000 white worx- 
ers and 3,500,000 Negroes. 
| Gharecronpping combines the worst fea, 
‘tures of capitalist exploitation and the old 
feudal system. Medern capitalist explorta- 
ition reduces Negro workers to a slavery 
‘more terrible than chattle slavery, and 


‘should be abolished. We need a new Home- 
stead Law which would make it impossible 


to own land for speculation and exploitation, 


° : | he Resettlement Administration’s pro-!The editors of the Voice do not favor the 
oker in the new deci. though, a provision—-' posal to resettle 1,000 tenants is of no con-\allotment of 40 acres and a mule to every 
for a Trusteeship, or a “Joint Payee” which'sequence. It isn’t even a drop in the bucket |sharecropper. We seek not to create an 


‘ landlord the privilege of for there are over 2,000,000 tenants in the;American peasantry, but rather to build as 
pandling croppers and tenants money. A:South alone. Mr. Morris need not become jnew s 


tem of co-operative society in whic 


complete review of the new contract will excited about this threat to the.system ofjall who are willing and able to work wil 


- be published in the next issue o. the Share-|slavery he so admires. The idea of allow-jbe the joint owners of the land which they 


croppers Voice. This’ will be out about Jan-|ing ‘tenants to purchase land with forty j|use and will work with improved machinery, 


vary Ist. Get your subscriptpion in early years to pay for it in is unsound. The only | designed 


and don’t miss q copy. 


solution to the problem of tenantry is the'Syuch a jaw is now being drawn. 


4 


ocals have 


Executive Council, who was unable to get - 


thousand dollars. A number of such cases — 


sharecropper was entitled to protection | 
ifor he must make certain improvements, gin 


UNION ADOPTS FORM 


to leasen the working hours of all. 


of the Southwest, members are continuing < 
7 the splendid work which was begun 
r ago, Several new 
eet up within the past 90 ee 
| ’ Union in Musko- 
these a part time workers - 
gee which has a large membership 
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meeting December 2nd. The County 
well will make its re ) 
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Tallahassee is exceptionally strong. In Mar- 
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Box 5215 | 
SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
| 1 year $1 
Six months 
3 months 25 


jorganization work. Now is the time of 


New Sharecroppers’ Voice 


With this issue the Sharecroppers’ Voice 
becomes a printed newspaper. Nine months 
ago @ few handred copies were laboriously 
gotten out on a very small mimeograph. The 

_ number has since then grown to a total of 
5,000 copies, and it has become an imposeible 
task to get it out on time by mimeograph. 
Our next issue will be the Convention num- 
ber (see the announcement on the front 

e), and after January first, 1936 the 


cice will be published every. other week— | 


’ provided we get your support. The Voice 
is our best organizer, and persons who will 
make doyations of money to our newspaper 
will be more than pleased with the results. 

go, everybody, let the Voice of the 


Lets 
Disinherited be heard throughout all Amer- 
ica. 


‘TERROR IN ARKANSAS 


A new wave of terrorism is rising in 
Northeastern Arkansas. Organizers are be- 
ing kidnapped and beaten, and lawyers run 
out of the country. This is in our opinion, 
due largely to the fact that the Union 
being extended into new territory and is 
showing its strength. There is never oppres- 
sion or ruthlessness on the part of the rul- 
ing classes until a serious threat_is made 
to disturb their particular method of plund- 
ering the workers. It may always be ex- 
pected in a Jand were workers are given less 
consideration than beasts. Planters direct 
the dirty work which is carried out by 
‘bullies and cowards of the worst sort. Most 
of them would not dare go on a raid unless 
they were either drunk or doped. In older 
territories the Union has had to undergo 
this experience, fighting every step of the 
way. The best defense possible against such 
actions is the exposure and publishing of 
' mames and addresses of guilty parties. They 

publicity which puts them 
“on the spot.” Violence on the part of the 
Union men is unthinkable, we have a record 
‘to uphold. Every new Union man must live 
up to it, and uphold the honor of the S.T. 
F.U. For every man beaten or dragged from 
the platform by a mob, a thousand new mem- 
bers are made, sympathy for us is created 
with the public, new friends are made and 
the planters make more enemies. A defense 
unit must be set up in every organization 
which will function smoothly. We can then 
beat them because they are cowardly, yel- 
_ low and afraid! | 


Men are being framed on various charges.. 


They are jailed for drunkenness and for 
_mtealing their own corn. Practically every 
case is obviously a frame-up. Loca] ense 
Committees must act on these cases. We 

ebsolutely will not defend violaters of the 
law or guilty parties. Union men must take 

ns to avoid even the appearance of evil. 

| the boss class tremble because of the 
power of organized workers. 


DEDICATED TO THE SECRETARY (Ct 
AGRICULTURE . 
Hon, Henry A. Wallace 
Plumb crazy at “over production” 
The food destroying Cuss, 
Throw Wallace in the River 
Aud eave the pigs fer Us. 
| H. Lewis, Misecurt. 


jwork of all, that of education. Many of our 


_ Se 
“ 
¥ 


‘ 
j 


-~ 


~ 


> 
3 
2 


anges 


“4 
| 


poor ways. Your Union | 
it. It takes dimes to ma e 


. when sharecroppers, tenants ahd 
borers have a few dimes in their 
overal} pockets, cotton picking is just 

over. Your Union musi be supported! Now 
is the time to pay your year’s dues, later 
on in the spring and summer months it will 
be hard to raise even one month’s dues. Pay 


Fg offer has been made to members of 
e Union, a combination price of one years 
dues, value $1.29 and one years subscription 
to the Sharecroppers’ Voice, value $1.00; 
total value $2.20 both for $1.50. Turn this 
amount in to your local Secretary, or send 
it direct to the Editors, Sharecroppers’ Voice 
who will see that your local and county union 
receive their share of the funds. 


The one who pays the fiddljer is the one 


om pew and Rave it off your - the ‘Miners, Every one of these people were, 

at the time of their arrest or had been very — 
nt.” 


Bir: 


recently, on direct relief. I wrote ‘this story 
up, but it must hdve been “too hot to pri 
What the Labor movement needs is one 
paper that isn’t afraid to print the truth. 


principally because of the extremely bad 
weather that usually comes during the win- 
ter months, Sometimes we have- snows that 
reach 10 feet deep and cold that reaches 


who calls the tune. — 


ABOLISH TENANTRY | 


The sharecropper system is an outgrowth 
of chattel] slavery, and dooms ‘to slow star- 
vation, disease and niisery millions of Amer- 
ican citizens. Its effect ig more terrible than 
the slavery of the old South. Workers both 
white and black are now held .in bo 
Where are the abolitionists of today? 
streets of Boston no longer ring with the 
call of Garrison and his “Liberator,” “Mod- 
eration be damned—aAbolish this thing.” The 
Voice of the oppressed and exploited comes 
straight from the heart of the cotton fields 
ofsthe Southland. A Voice which wil]: not 
be stilled until oppression and exploitation 
are banished forever from our land. | 


WOMEN MUST WORK: 
FOR STRONG UNION 


_ Many inquiries have come in to the. Na- 
tional office regarding the place of women 
in the Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union. 
With a rapidly increasing membership in 
women’s councils a_ definite program of 
work should be planned. Women are 

themselves from the yoke of intellectual 
Slavery. They are thinking, studying, find- 
ing out why their children are hungry, 
why their husbands are without. jobs. Wo- 
men are taking their places in the struggle 
for a better world. We hook to the women 
for what is probably the most important 


members cannot read or write, but they can 
teach their children the value of cooperation 
and unity. They can do more than anyone 
else to break down the many barriers of 
hatred and prejudice which have been con- 
sciously built up by their exploiters whose 
interest it is to keep the people in slavery 
and ignorance. ; 

The immediate need is for the women of 
| the S.T.F.U. to work together in coopera- 
tive groups. ‘Study clubs should be formed 
where the best reader of the group can read 
informative literature to the ot . Our 
problems cannot be solved until] they are 
understood, We should organize cooperative 
sewing groups where what material com 
our way can be made into clothing for the 
most in need among us’ So much can be 
done by working together that is almost 
impossible alone. 

Another tremendously important Union 
work that women can engage in is that of 
raising funds for the defense of those men 
and women who are imprisoned for thejr 
activities in the Union. They can do this 
by giving suppers, entertainments, etc., the 
oe of which to be used for such emer- 
gencies. 


‘the Mexicans talking S 


'40 below, and that in treeless plains coun- 


try where there are plenty of places 50 
miles between houses. I think I shall re- 
turn to East Texas and maybe Arkansas. 
One can at least find wood to make e fire 


Yours for a Workers’ World, 


er, sometime editor Labor papers.) 
| | Post Texas. 


I have just handed 
Commission as an 0 
U. He lives at Lubbock, and for many years 
was used as a court interpreter when they 
tried Mexicans. He is considered more flu- 
ent in Spanish than English and can beat 
nish. He has the 
reepect of three races. Before long we will 
line up all the farm workers of the Plains 


Professor Deo his 


_jand we wil] really be successful. The Farm- 


ers and Workers Union at Lubbock is stil 
functioning and is going’to transfer 


chopping time comes around. We will have 
about 600 families in Lynn soon. I found 
a bundle of Rural Workers and a letter from 
the editor after I had already subscribed 
for it myself in Lubbock. We ought to urge 
al] our members to get pol) taxes paid and 


and |get ready to vote in the next elections. We 


want a farmers and workers party ourselves. 
the same. 

Fred H. 

Earle, Ark. 


Dear Sir: 
Just a few words. When I arrived in town 


Saturda 


evening. Peaches, (Deputy Sher- 
iff or 


ity Marshall) had put two of our 


Bass, both Union men. He claimed they were 
drunk, but every one knows ey wane not 
even drinking. They were in Mr. Harry 
Lewis’ store who also says they were not 
drinking. They were leaving the store aad 
were getting in the car when the “Law” 
stopped them. He hit Clayborn and then 
Simon, and Ennis who was also with them 


asked to be allowed to carry Clayborn home. — 
He told them to get in line and carried them 
6% to jail. They had to pay twenty dollars to 


get out of jail. “here wasn’t any trial. This 
is the way they do workers in. Arkansas. 
We got to-do something to 


Tyronza, Ark. 


January 3, 4 and 6, every women’s council 
should be represented. A program of wo- 
men’s work wil] be planned. We have too 
long remained in the background when im- 
portant issues are at stake, we must now 


_ When the National Convention meets on 


gie for decent conditions fer ali. 


am leaving this state in the near future, 


J. C. Thompson (Socialist and Labor Lead- 


izer for the S.T.F. 


Deo 
them al] to the S.T.F.U. We will get a num- 
ber of new members at Tahoka Saturday | 
and we're going to stick close until] cotton 


We ought to get all the Union papers to de 


boys in jail. They were Simon and Clayborn 


take cur stand with the men in this strug- 


Your Union Duell LETTERS 
Gtganization is your business. It | been read with interest. It is well gotten up, 
: “The Voice of the Disinberited”  ‘|imet function unless members of the Union |@0d full of interesting matter. I wish for 
Publi gmali dues which are set. They are | You all kinds of success in your work, 
ow because we are all poor people and we; The “powers that be” out here are 
Tenn. now. More than 100 men and women were 
he | arrested in this state last week, because . it 
they signed a simple petition to the Govers- g) 
or for a Venue for the 
Gallup Miners. The of Venue was - AN 
Bundle Rates 2c per copy | granted all right, but afterwards these peo Kee 
: Special Rates to Union members =| | ple were arrested and placed under bond, oe 
$700 each ed with Contempt 
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